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"Tus Amores," a Chilean Cueca (Garrido)

Among urban songs, the Esquinazo^ literally a street corner song, is a
serenade, but is also sung as a Christmas carol.

The iafateQy literally a shoe dance, which is common to all Latin
America, has been popular in Chile for centuries. In his book, Relations
du Voyage de la Mer du Stid, the French traveler Frezier gives the
musical notation of a Zafateo danced in Chile in 1713. The Spanish
Fandango , which was popular in Chile in the eighteenth century, incurred
the condemnation of the ecclesiastical authorities, as "an infamous dance,
cultivated in the low classes, which leads to excesses of bestiality." A
native air, called Chocolate, was also banned on account of its licentious
and vulgar character.

The once popular air El Parabien shows the combined influence of
Italian opera and Spanish operetta styles. It is characteristic of the salon
music popular in Chile in the middle of the nineteenth century.

The first native-born Chilean composer was Manuel Robles (1780-
1837), the author of the first Chilean National Anthem. The present
Chilean Anthem was written by the Spanish musician Ramon 'Carnicer
(1789-1855), who never visited Chile.

The first German musician to settle in Chile was Wilhelm Frick. In
1840, he published a piano piece entitled EinJDeutscher Gruss aus Chile*
Another German, Aquinas Ried, wrote the first opera on a native subject,